


Moasignor Coll tries 80 roll over i (he bed. The covens g and hold /




The Momignee s dressed i his favorite ormage dell bomom pents aad the Nowered shir

He stops sriniag.
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W He stops straming. He Lays back with 2 sigh







From a 100 thin boade. “A sgn of health ™ be sy His hand reaches shakily, beushing and shaking the boade. then
settling around @ nock of the ssall dandy smifier He lifts it above Mm, beoandialisg the ghass like an soswer. Mo

laughs, sbrading the air around Mm. “How can & stand up, somctleng 0 thin”? Somotheng s0 unaatund”

\"Ll\hfnn‘n]:] { l‘”.'ll\ hl-’l

OWweld






e ll‘“:\ from

(‘\. Can.

Also octyide: the explodions,



)
-




G e W R G e R

\‘_\‘

7
)

Ihe snifier goes down ont

poESTIA
. AR VR,
Lrn v,

ho side

oD

e oracking bodside oy

Dhssipanes into the warm walls. He trics again 1o tarn

ke pesrol

wnell

Ihe



Momsignor Coll waves 3 hand  He eases back on the bed. “Fill hor vp,” he says, indicating wowand the sdandonod

plass. | comply. 1 hand the senall draught back. He takes it shakily, lifting it 30 his lips. 1t sips like gasolise



the woery deads spelling over

happens
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He stares uprward soward the gray ceiling. The explovion have ¥Oppes

Ih¢ night oS solient . fall o ’ a
o, Gk, full of illeess and retreat
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“Don't ook, You might scc something.”

He el 100 hasd, then whoeaos catching his bosath.
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Up oo ooc clbow aow, the beandy snafier balaoced 1o his fingers,




“There &rc 2 Faite mber of woeds spokes in Bo course of life but
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A car backfires. People still shide slong the frecway through the deepening night. They head north. *You can' pet

oul,”™ the Monsignor says. Then: “This & 2 fine line ™
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“They come every now and again ™

“Doa’t go cutsade. ™

He shrugs
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“You just sht



He takes ancther sip from the wifler




lb\".- asked -1' had socn any Mood. 1
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“The woman of B¢ other end of the liae hung wp
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“Potats collectod at the well of 3 Skoe-Ball pame, if vou remersber those foom the beack At the cod, you tum them
P[0 fora plastic 10y." He hands me the ghass. 1 place it down o 2 yellowed docion's peescription resting o the tdbie
Uet me,” de continaes. A fiager emonges at the end of his arms and polres
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The zipper of somcthing in the futere approaching. Then something soft and canght between Bhe hard metal teeth
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(Me): Today with both Do and sxdacss | note that you noted fot whinsy is dead or whes alive, 50 agpressive as
v - e y, L

0 b wnrecogeiable  Like Conoy Island or the sowsd of two Russians docussing polihes or



: R A W LR
:Mo:um Coll): Of course. That kind of whissy 258 o

b

- e owiﬂ“"‘v M e
7 .

Bt of the half ssile aad the shrug of & shoukdony?

Ingerrod in a past we didn't undonsand a1 the tme. Or saill spoken im Poctugeose down an alkey m @0 Alfasa In
places of hanging dast motes and Jooely hinchos and stifled memoncs and soft waves on iy city deaches or

simply in an ireemal monologus St ovenakes and then cbincrates that whach takes place (alkepedly takes place)
outside the head In e “real world ™




m (Miosignor Coll toies 1o spit. 1 help him wipe bis chis )
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“Thiegs havea't changed. They dave not ™ His insssticst voice. And though g muight not hav Boca pood 10

degn with, at koast in stasis there remained some small confort. “The devil you know™ be cacldes, answering all
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“Whatever you &0." He shrugs

As long a3 you are able, of loast,

¢

lowered o the ground or scatiened 50 the four winds

and thes you will be

1 b2 any eveot: forgomen.”™







Ancicnt cinsaenon. Musty. Dry 10 the point of cracking. Something disiatersed from = old, orscking book

or an

older memmy. Somcthing which cace war, "not unlie you wiall be.*
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Whan they &ud 0 Ishi. For hus ow

It s lascr Moch lance

ot Coll nerms over oo the bed
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Abwinys 1n our good romse and with our bhest msicalions. ™
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He stares upwasd, wablinking. There has not been an explodion in hours

“It is better 0 be da coatred than 1 enderstand,”™




“They found Bim on 3 froeway median, bamed in like a cat oo a shrinking bland In 2 vast sea. Thin and muscular,

By ©¢ time Biey were done with ham, 1533 was sbeund rolls of lead over b Jon cloth and addicted o Cigarettes™
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Ihore has ot boon an explosion in howes. He fills e silence.




He's just Mapping his gums | tenk
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Coll contisues: “There might have boes 2 sisier loag before they found [shd on @ freeway modium jus north of Los
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I warg 1o flee the small rooss. The dark mighe fell 50 Joog a0, Wihout the explosions 10 break the monoloay, the

blasdket of silence pulls tghe Bke 3 woight jacket
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“Afer he died, Bshis brain was sent 50 the Smithsonian lnstitution
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Ihink: What of Jove” Wha

ecTse and pevad mcaning”?

~ \

of andiboa and time poces and offioes and all of the things which pve cur hive

What of those?
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hem out od, Clearly and without iromy: “proed savage
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He rolls over the on the ded
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Did bdi dosas™ We don't know

o0 one Could speak hes binpuage %0 ik
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He cortiouts “In 1911, aged 20, Iske emerged m & median strip berween two froeway camiageways, two miles from

Sutown Oroviiie, Califorsia

ik was takes in by astheopologins o the Unsversity of Calfforras, Berkeloy. who boh stadiod him sod hired
Mm s 2 janoor. Indians wore known 1o be fasudioss and the anthropologists were powerful-pleased with his

abilities 10 keop the musty ol offices cheas and neat



T stuSied sntropology. For than's what Ishi was. The books say that % this day

though they sho solke™ (with fresh vengeance) “that the indigenoss world to which Ishi had bees bom, eves referred

1o by some i the contemmporary canon 23 his ‘birthright”, had boen destroved by the White Man.™ ‘
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Coll most corainly dos 100d e aboet Grimes
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Coll: =1 can 3¢ all of it in myy miad’s ¢ye. The man oo B¢ Soren ice the beoken ship recedin

3

' lcather boots rosting off i the frighd soow. Grimes ksew what 1o e ”
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g He is am Ishd devotee a8 well a5 3 connoisscur of Grimes. This st be ¢icas  To hém these &5 po distancton




Coll soen himself in e savage's destiny hemmed in on all sides by the sounds of the passing cars on the freeway

modian whale orying 1o scnpe 2 life ost of squimels and some kind of forn or grass with not & single soel 10 whoes 10




Ishi knew what 1o cat and in Coll's selling be would know what 10 et a8 well,




Ishy knew wian 1o cat and in Coll's ielBmg B¢ would know whet 1o cat as well

How 0 sarvne
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“In asy event he would be dead by now no dosit. bl would de as well, oven if bis
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"1 Dhink it meglht have been before Hollywood.” | vensurs
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Then he says # again: “We do love 10 know.”

e ruds lnto s reddenod palm
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Coll wanched the : : -
chad the Mexicans closely, Soggh chadestinely. He noted how they relsted to cach other venus how they

4 Llf: oS ' ot -
clated to Be anthropologias e charted theis family Bves, mcluding births, deathe, marmiages snd guisceaferay
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He left before gradustion %o cnter the sovisiate, Al Owr Lady of New Clsirvaux Abbey, in Vine



“Grimes considered the fellow explorers fricnds w whea he ate them he felt the tug of remonse

although be was able 30 cook them they tastod 3 bit sweet and the textare was tough and sinewy.

Grimes fousd s all 30 be disagrecable, though bis previcus fricnds were keeping Mm alive.
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“Onoe be Saishod his frst meal, be ted the rest of he caerion 1o B¢ slod which be now had o pall himsell He

lashed the conveyence 1o his waist and continued moving overland deeper isto e Ansanice ™
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“Urimes win & Berce opalitrian.™ | offer. | feel sick. Darkness deacends. 1 chimbed into Coll's bed boers &0

Ly’ ."‘







e cxplosions ssart up sgais. mmqunwucum«ummmummdwly-vﬂm‘u
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WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE?




ot upderstand or explain™

"It is & by we o



I e back. | staoe a1 e codling. The fecight trm moves off 1o the distance, leaving & heanvicr sullacss in s wako
The cxplossons have SI0ppod, for the momcst, How many tmds in any b, catber scxt 80 Coll or alone, have |
sared over me 1 some colling or amochor” A crxk in the phastcr wandering mto a shadow” The iendnl of »

Sscadodiod spader web? A bat of dest of staghe kaey Oy scatienng the prisine view




How many celiings in how many rooms at bow many different ages and always koking for B¢ same ting: =
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Iho dresms. Colll muest e sefemmiag 10 the drcasss
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The explosions start wp again. Closer fogether now and moee persistest. Apothcr freight train pasies more qusckly |

toward the cast. The radls sing benecath the pop and crash of the detcnations. A siren screams through e cmply

sireety .
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side. This can™ reallly be happmm;.
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“Grimes stood over the bodies, pasting. The two-man syw, rusty and scabbod now wish buman fesh and tendons
nd Eoren blood, had been a rough chore with just him o manage it. But placing it carefully in e joists and

Swing theoagd the frozen flesh allowed him 10 cut the badics into manageable soctions '




}e stecked these ke  “onded firewood on the dod







“Seacked on the sod was encugh food 80 pet Grimes 1o the South Pole, where be wosld plant e flag and clsin the
tand for e Crown. Aad e contineing oa to $he port a2 the Bay of Whales on the Great Joe Barrler, where be was

certain to be met with a well-deserved bero's welcome.







Coll mashles nuntly on: “lIshd grew focund with the i of the arthropology deparmment: ot which be found i the

veachag mackines asound the University of Californsa Derkolesy 25 well a5 tosbasgors, fned chicken and froach
fnies brough 10 Bim by his fricads the artbropolopsts. 1sdd learned 0 wear 2 the and tie hes shocs. s lcarmad the
&1 of sihverware and how 10 ¢lean the bathecons 10 the spocificatsoes of his fricnds the anchropologists Fshi learmed

10 nde a bike sad one tme he even 100k the bas 10 the market o pck up 2 Coca Cola



Ishy's story has doen compancd 10 Bhat of Ota Beaga, an Mbati pygny Mo Congo. Ot Beaga's family dad died

and uere mod given & proger moursing ftaal  Thea Ots Bonga was taken fom hes home and culbare  Durning one

period, bo was daplaved 38 2 200 exhebit @ the Brony. Oma Beaga sdot Rinsed in the d¢an oo March 20, 1916, five

‘. &yys Defoee Ishe’s death’
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